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January’s figures demonstrate exactly what we would expect to see at
the start of a new year: a decisive rebound in adviser activity following
the seasonal slowdown in December.

Total searches climbed to 1,917,649, up 75.8% month on month, which
tells us advisers returned to their desks with intent and pipelines ready
to move. Residential remortgage searches rose by 79.1%, reinforcing
that product transfers and refinancing remain front of mind for
borrowers who continue to reassess their options in a rate-sensitive
environment, against the backdrop of the much reported maturity
boom in 2026. At the same time, first-time buyer searches increased by
81.6% month on month, a strong signal that underlying demand has not
disappeared.

Buy-to-let activity also showed encouraging signs of recovery, with
searches up 61.7% compared to December. While this follows a
subdued end to 2025, it indicates investor appetite is still present.

Year on year, the picture is more nuanced. Overall searches are up 5.5%
compared to January 2025, driven largely by remortgage demand, even
as purchase volumes and first-time buyer activity show modest declines.
This reflects a market that is recalibrating rather than retreating.
Advisers are focused on securing value for existing borrowers while
remaining alert to purchase opportunities as confidence builds. Looking
back 12 months ago, there was also the upside of a looming stamp duty
deadline, so these YoY figures should be viewed as more encouraging
than anything concerning.

What is particularly telling is the continued prominence of criteria-led
searches around credit history, residency and complex borrower
circumstances. Advisers are navigating more complex client scenarios
and relying on accurate, real-time data to place cases effectively. That is
where platforms like INSIGHT Pro become critical, not just as a sourcing
tool, but as a barometer of adviser intent and market direction.

Nathan Reilly, Chief Customer Officer
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Total searches reached 1,917,649 in Jan 2026,
representing a 75.8% increase compared
with Dec 2025, signalling a strong rebound in
adviser activity at the start of the year.

Total purchase searches excluding first-time
buyers reached 162,695, up 79.0% month on
month, as home mover activity rebounded
strongly following the December slowdown.

1  st1  st

First-time buyer purchase searches totalled
318,717. Activity increased 81.6% month on
month, signalling renewed engagement from
prospective buyers at the start of the year.

Buy-to-let searches rose to 
303,166, representing a 61.7%
increase month on month, with
investor activity showing early signs
of recovery after a subdued end to
2025.

Residential remortgage searches
totalled 717,889, up 79.1% month
on month, reinforcing remortgaging
as a central focus for advisers as
borrowers continue to reassess
existing deals.

KEY STATS FOR KEY STATS FOR 
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Total Searches - 1,917,649 Jan 2026 v Dec 2025

TOP STATS FOR TOP STATS FOR 
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Residential 
Searches

Residential Purchase
(FTB) Searches

Residential 
Purchase Searches

Residential
Remortgage Searches

BTL 
Searches

BTL Purchase
(FTB) Searches

BTL Purchase
Searches

BTL Remortgage
Searches

1,505,034

81.1% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025

75.8%

81.6% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025

45.4% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025

79.1% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025

318,717 787,146 717,889

303,166

61.7% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025

3,682

58.4% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025

94,971

37.8% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025

208,195

62.0% Jan 2026
vs Dec 2025
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MORTGAGE PRODUCT AVAILABILITY OVER THE PAST 12 MONTHSMORTGAGE PRODUCT AVAILABILITY OVER THE PAST 12 MONTHS
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Products by day

DATA TAKEN DIRECTLYFROM INSIGHT PRO
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Accounted for:
 488,555 

(2026)

Compared YoY:
555,361 

(2025)
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Accounted for: 
914,174 

(2026)

Compared YoY: 
719,947 
(2025) 

26.9%26.9%

FIXED RATE SEARCHESFIXED RATE SEARCHES
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READY TO START SEEING

TRUE ADVISER INTENT?

READY TO START SEEING
TRUE ADVISER INTENT?

Stop guessing and start driving truly

informed decisions with the most

representative broker behaviour

view on the market.

Stop guessing and start driving truly
informed decisions with the most
representative broker behaviour

view on the market.

FIND OUT MOREFIND OUT MORE
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https://www.twenty7tec.com/insight-pro/


CRITERIA SEARCHES IN JANUARY CRITERIA SEARCHES IN JANUARY 
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1. Is an application for joint borrowers, where only one will be the legal owner be acceptable and under what
circumstances (Lending - Applicant Type)

2.  Can applications from Non EU, EEA Non UK Foreign Nationals be accepted and under what conditions (Applicant -
Residency)

3.  Can applicants on a VISA be considered and what are the acceptable requirements (Applicant - Residency)

4.  What is the acceptable Maximum Age for applicants at the end of the mortgage term (Applicant - Lending Limits)

5.  Can applicants with satisfied Defaults be considered and what is acceptable (Applicant - Credit History)

6.  Are First Time Buyers acceptable and what is the definition of a FTB (Applicant - Applicant Type)

7.  Can applicants who are First Time Landlords be considered (Applicant - Portfolio / Landlord / Developer)

8.  Are arrears or missed payments on Credit Cards / Store Cards / Mail Order catalogues considered. (Applicant - Credit
History)

9.  Can a transaction as under value (Concessionary Purchase, Deed of Gift or Inter-family Sale) be considered (Lending -
Purchase Types)

10.  Can applicants with unsatisfied / outstanding Defaults be considered and what is acceptable (Applicant - Credit
History)

http://www.twenty7tec.com/


EPISODE 1 - LIVE NOW!

“ARE WE IGNORING THE BIGGEST
ASSET IN RETIREMENT?”

Watch on
YouTube
Watch on
YouTube

Watch on
Spotify

Watch on
Spotify
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https://youtu.be/vdguTPMazGo
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4VJmNnOMyq5ktm6hwUudrx?si=a556dae6bd8a4564


PROPERTY VALUATIONPROPERTY VALUATION
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YEAR ON YEAR COMPARISONYEAR ON YEAR COMPARISON

10

Total Purchase Searches

991,832
2025

937,517
2026

5.5% decrease

Total Remortgage Searches

820,558
2025

980,113
2026

19.4% increase

Total  Searches

1,812,390
2025

1,917,630
2026

5.5% increase

First Time Buyer Searches

2025: 379,664

2026: 356,986

6% decrease
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Like the data in this report? 

Get in touch   to see how INSIGHT Pro gives

you access to the same market intelligence.

www.twenty7tec.com

mailto:lenderenquiries@twenty7tec.com
http://www.twenty7tec.com/

